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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM ISLAMABAD DATED NOVEMBER 8, 1975 
SENT SECSTATE WASHDC IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRET ISLAMABAD 10360 

NODIS 

FOR SECRETARY FROM BYROADE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PFOR, BY, PK, US 

SUBJECT: EVENTS IN BANGLADESH 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST RELAYED THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR MESSAGE 
(STATE 265068) TO BHUTTO WHO LEET A CABINET MEETING IN 
LAHORE TO RECEIVE IT. HE OBVIOUSLY APPRECIATED THE MESSAGE 
AND YOUR DESIRE TO KEEP IN TOUCH. 

2. YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT I HAVE BEEN CLOSELY IN TOUCH WITH 
BHUTTO AS THINGS HAVE UNFOLDED IN BANGLADESH. HE HAS HAD ME 
ON THE PHONE PRACTICALLY EVERY DAY SINCE THE TROUBLE STARTED IN 
BANGLADESH, THE LAST TIME BEING RIGHT AETER HIS ARRIVAL IN 
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LAHORE LAST NIGHT. WITHIN THE NORMAL RESTRICTIONS OE PASSING ON 
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DETAILS OF OUR INTELLIGENCE, I HAVE GENERALLY REPEAT GENERALLY 
KEPT HIM UP-TO-DATE SO THAT HE WOULD BE INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS 
PRIOR TO THEIR PUBLICATION WITH TWO THOUGHTS IN MIND. THE FIRST 
WAS TO COMPLY WITH TIS REQUEST THAT I DO SO BECAUSE OF THE 
GREAT INTEREST HERE IN THIS MATTER AND THEIR LACK OF INFORMATION 
SOURCES OF THEIR OWN. BEYOND THIS, HOWEVER, IT SEEMED BENEF- 
ICIAL TO CONTERACT THE NATURAL TENDENCY HERE TO SEE AN INDIAN 
HAND BEHIND ALL DISTURBING EVENTS. TO THIS EXTENT, I BELIEVE 
IT HAS BEEN USEFUL TO SAY TO HIM OCCASIONALLY THAT OUR INFORMAT- 
ION COULD NOT SUPPORT SUPPOSITIONS ABOUT AN INDIAN HAND IN 
BANGLADESH DEVELOPMENTS WHICH END TO SURFACE HERE. 

3. 1 BELIEVE THAT BHUTTO THINKS THAT BY AND LARGE THE DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN DACCA HAVE BEEN SPONTANEOUS, INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 
NOT QUIDED BY FOREIGN INTERESTS. I AM NOT ENTIRELY SURE THAT 
THIS IS THE CASE AS REGARDS THE NOW APPARENTLY DECEASED KHALID 
MOSHARAFF. THERE WAS AN OBVIOUS UNEASINESS ABOUT HIM HERE THAT 
WAS NEVER FULLY EXPLAINED TO US. (FOREIGN OFFICE TYPES WERE INCL- 
INED TO CHARACTERIZE MOSHARAFF AS A POLITICAL TYPE OF GENERAL 
IN CONTRAST TO ZIAUR RAHMAN, THE PROFESSIONAL.) WE MUST REMEMBER, 

OF COURSE, THAT THE PAKS KNOW THE BENGALIS FAR BETTER THAN WE 
DO. AS AN EXAMPLE OF THIS, WE KNOW FOR A FACT THAT THEIR FILES 
CONTAIN PAST EFFICIENCY REPORTS ON MOSHARAFF. 

4. BHUTTO ASKED IN OUR TELECON WHAT I THOUGHT MIGHT BE THE SIGN- 
IFICANCE OF THE TURNABOUT MAKING SAYEM CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMIN- 
ISTRATOR VICE ZIAUR RAHMAN. I TOLD HIM I HAD NOTHING ON THIS 

AS YET BUT COULD ONLY SPECULATE THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE COME TO 
THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE WOULD BE LESS RISK IN THE DAYS 
AHEAD BY HAVING A NON-POLITICAL, RESPECTED JUSTICE NOMINALLY AT 
THE HELM INSTEAD OF THE MILITARY. HE ASKED WHAT I THOUGHT THE 
CHANCES MIGHT BE OF FURTHER OUTBREAKS OF CONFLICT. I TOLD HIM 
WE HAD NOTHING ON THIS BUT IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THEIR NAVY AND 
AIR FORCE SEEMED TO BE IN STEP WITH RAHMAN AND THE ARMY AND 
THAT THE MUKHTI BAHINI SEEMED FAIRLY WELL BROKEN UP AND UNDER 
ARMY COMMAND. HE ASKED ABOUT OUTLYING MILITARY UNITS AND WHETHER 
SOME OF THESE MIGHT STILL FEEL LOYALTY AND RESENTMENT OVER 
MOSHARAFF'S DEATH. I TOLD HIM WE HAD NO REPORTS OF THIS NATURE. 

5. BHUTTO LAST NIGHT ASKED THAT I PHONE H M DIRECT ON ANY IM- 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 265488 

PORTANT DEVELOPMENTS RATHER THAN GO THROUGH SHAHI AT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE. TODAY, HE ASKED THAT I INFORM SHAHI OF OUR TALK, WHICH 
I SHALL PROMPTLY DO. 

MY GUESS IS THAT HE WANTS SHAHI TO START SOME STAFF WORK IN 
RESPONSE TO THE SOLICITATION CONTAINED IN PWRA 2 OF YOUR MESSAGE 
OF ANY VIEWS BHUTTO MAY HAVE FOR US ABOUT THIS SITUATION. 

6. DEPT MAY WISH TO REPEAT THIS MESSAGE TO EMBASSIES NEW 
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DELHI AND DACCA. 

BYROADE 

G 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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